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TALK WITH FAMILY

The best place to start is by finding out what is 
already known about your family’s history.

While you are checking in with family members 
during this difficult time, talk with them about family 
stories and your ancestry.



WHAT SHOULD I ASK?

Names, dates and locations are key.  Once you know 
where and when an ancestor lived, then you can 
begin looking for records about them in those 
locations and time periods.

Write down vital facts such as dates and locations of 
births, marriages, and deaths.



SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Check out the following websites for sample family interview 
questions and tips on interviewing family members:

https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/blog/genealogy-
interview-asking-relatives-questions-grow-your-family-tree

https://www.geni.com/blog/30-questions-to-ask-to-draw-
out-family-stories-397078.html

https://blog.myheritage.com/2017/03/questions-to-ask-
your-family/

https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/blog/genealogy-interview-asking-relatives-questions-grow-your-family-tree
https://www.geni.com/blog/30-questions-to-ask-to-draw-out-family-stories-397078.html
https://blog.myheritage.com/2017/03/questions-to-ask-your-family/


USE CHARTS

Using charts is helpful when recording information that your 
relatives tell you.  Here are some free online printable family 
history charts and forms:

https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogy_Research_Forms

https://www.cyndislist.com/charts/

https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogy_Research_Forms
https://www.cyndislist.com/charts/


CHOOSE A FAMILY LINE TO 
START WITH

After interviewing family members, choose a family 
line to start with.

Pick the line that you are most interested in.



BEGIN WITH THE PRESENT 
AND WORK BACKWARDS

After choosing a family line, start with yourself and 
move backwards one generation at a time. 

When you are researching an individual, start with 
the most recent information and work backwards.  



LEARN ABOUT GENEALOGY

The websites at the following link are good places to 
learn about genealogy research methods and the 
records used for genealogy research.

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-
websites#Research%20Help

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-websites#Research%20Help


SUMMARIZE THE FACTS 
KNOWN
Summarize the facts known about the person that you are 
researching.  Where are there gaps in the information 
known?  Maybe you know a death and birthdate, but don’t 
know a marriage date. 

Use the B&ECPL created record selection table to help you 
learn what records may provide the information needed:  
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/guides/Record%20Selection%20Table.pdf

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/guides/Record Selection Table.pdf


WHERE DO I START LOOKING 
FOR RECORDS ABOUT MY 
ANCESTORS?
Ancestry Library Edition (ALE) is a great place to 
start.

ALE is a genealogy database available to Buffalo & 
Erie County Public Library card holders.  Normally, it 
is available in-library only at every B&ECPL location.

Due to COVID-19, ALE is available temporarily from 
home with your valid B&ECPL library card number.



ACCESSING ANCESTRY 
LIBRARY EDITION

Input your library card number at the following link:

http://dbaz.buffalolib.org/dbaz.php

http://dbaz.buffalolib.org/dbaz.php


ACCESSING ALE

Next, choose 
Genealogy under 
Categories:



ACCESSING ALE

Select: 
Ancestry 
Library 



USING ALE

A good place to start is by finding out what 
records ALE has that pertain to the location 
where the ancestor that you’re researching 
lived.  

To do so, choose the Search menu and click 
All Categories. Then click the location of 
interest and peruse the database list.







CHOOSE SEE MORE ABOUT THE CHOSEN LOCATION



CHOOSE ANY 
DATABASE OF 
INTEREST TO 
KEYWORD 
SEARCH IT



OTHER RECORDS TO START 
WITH IN ALE

U.S. census records are an excellent place to begin 
searching.  

Federal census records are available every 10 years from 
1790-1940 in ALE.  

Census records list those living in a household together 
and data about those individuals.  



CENSUS RECORDS

Here is a list of information that you can learn from U.S. census 
records:  https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/guides/Contents%20of%20the%20US%20Federal%20
Census%201850-1940.pdf

Learn more about the census with these websites: 
https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-
websites#Census

The following is a guide to searching census records in ALE:  
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/genealogy/ancestry/Search%20the%20US%20Census
.pdf

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/guides/Contents of the US Federal Census 1850-1940.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-websites#Census
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/genealogy/ancestry/Search the US Census.pdf


OTHER RECORDS TO START 
WITH IN ALE

The Social Security Death Index is a good place to learn 
about modern generations (1936-2014).  It often 
provides a date of death, date of birth, and place of last 
residence.

Here is a guide to using the Social Security Death Index 
in ALE: 
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/genealogy/ancestry/Search%20the%20Social
%20Security%20Death%20Index.pdf

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/genealogy/ancestry/Search the Social Security Death Index.pdf


DEATH NOTICES AND 
OBITUARIES

Once you know a death date, search for an obituary/death notice.  
Any number of details may be listed in an obituary.  Usual details 
given are close family members’ names and places of residence, 
maiden names of women, places of birth and death, profession, 
religion/church, place of burial, military information, personal 
interests, and important accomplishments.  

The following sites include free online newspapers or obituary 
indexes. https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-
websites#Newspapers

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-websites#Newspapers


FOR MORE ALE SEARCH TIPS 
AND ADDITIONAL LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY DATABASES

See the Grosvenor Room’s database web page for more 
guides to searching ALE and for information and guides 
on other genealogy databases available for use from 
home through the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library.

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-databases

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-databases


CITY DIRECTORIES
City directories are similar to 
phone books, but provide 
additional details.  In addition 
to address and phone number, 
they provide profession, 
whether their home is owned 
or rented, and they sometimes 
list a spouse’s name. 

Look at the first page of the 
name listings to find the 
abbreviations necessary to 
understand the entries.



ACCESS TO CITY 
DIRECTORIES

The Buffalo & Erie County Public Library has digitized Buffalo city directories from 1832-
1913.  They are available online for free: https://nyheritage.org/collections/buffalo-city-
directories

ALE and HeritageQuest Online (HQ) include many city directories for all over the U.S.  
Buffalo city directories are included for most years from 1860 through 1960.  

HQ is a database accessible from home with a valid B&ECPL library card.  Here is a guide 
to accessing HQ: https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/genealogy/heritageQuest/Access%20HQ.pdf

The following is a guide to using city directories in HeritageQuest Online. The same 
search methods can be used in ALE: 
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/genealogy/heritageQuest/Books%20in%20HQ.pdf

https://nyheritage.org/collections/buffalo-city-directories
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/genealogy/heritageQuest/Access HQ.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/genealogy/heritageQuest/Books in HQ.pdf


VITAL RECORDS

Birth, death, and marriage records are key genealogical 
documents. Most Western New York vital records are not online, 
but indexes for numerous years are.  The following guide provides 
information on where to find online (and offline) Erie County and 
New York State vital records and indexes:

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-
collections/guides/VitalRecordsGro.pdf

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/special-collections/guides/VitalRecordsGro.pdf


B&ECPL’S DIGITAL 
COLLECTIONS

The Buffalo & Erie County Public Library has digitized several 
collections which are applicable to genealogy research.  Some of 
those items include newspapers, city directories, photographs, 
and Erie County Poorhouse records.

https://www.buffalolib.org/research-resources/digital-collections

https://www.buffalolib.org/research-resources/digital-collections


FOR MORE WEBSITES AND 
GUIDES

Grosvenor Room staff have put together a detailed collection of genealogy 
research guides.  They are online at the website below.  The guides include 
resources available in the Grosvenor Room as well as databases and websites 
that you can use from home.

https://www.buffalolib.org/special-collections/guides-publications

Also available on the Grosvenor Room website are a collection of free genealogy 
websites by topic:

https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-websites

https://www.buffalolib.org/special-collections/guides-publications
https://www.buffalolib.org/genealogy/genealogy-websites

